6	RISE OF THE MARATHA POWER
had a Council of eight Ministers who were more than councillors,
being themselves both civil and military leaders. Even in his life-
time, when he was a captive at Delhi, and his country and its
forts were in Mahomedan hands, this distribution of power en-
abled him to raise his head soon after escaping from captivity.
When his son, later on, was captured by Aurangzeb's general, the
confederate leaders retired to the south, and, again on a suitable
occasion, returned and wreaked their vengeance on Aurangzeb.
Under the Peshwas, the system was developed still further by the
establishment of the great camps of Maratha captains at Indore,
Gwalior, Dhar, Dewas, Baroda, and Nagpur; and the Bundelkhand
chiefs in Central India, the Patwardhan chiefs in the South, the
Satara Jahagirdars, the Bhaves, the Rastes, the Dhulaps, the
Angres, Mankars, Mahadiks, the Ghorpades and many others who
might be enumerated, had their smaller camps all along the eastern
and southern boundaries of the Empire. These were so many
centres of power and vitality, and as long as they were animated by
a common purpose and a central idea—and they continued to be so
animated for nearly a century—their power was irresistible and
even the disciplined British army had to dismember the Confe-
deracy before success could be achieved. For a hundred years
there .was not an expedition to the south or to the north, to the east
or to the west, against the Rajputs or the Delhi Emperors, in
Rohilkhand, or Oudh or Bengal, against Hyder, or Tipu, or the
Nizam, against the Portuguese, or the English, in which the con-
federate chiefs did not act together. The ascendency of the
Peshwas was like the ascendency of the Prussian Monarchy in the
German Empire. The central authority represented more the idea
than the force of the Confederacy. While the old: traditions lasted,
it enabled the ministers at Raigad, Satara, Vishalgad, Gingi, or
Poona to carry on the government and direct the national force
without ^the advantage always of having any strong personal ruler
at the head. The Peswa's Government under Nana Fadnavis was
actually nicknamed in the courts at Hyderabad and Shrirangapatan
as the Bar-bhai Government, or the Government of the Confe-
deracy of Twelve Leaders, When the idea ceased to be respected,
the Confederacy proved a source of weakness rather than strength.
The English rulers knew this weakness, and took advantage of it
by appealing to the selfish vanity of each member of the Confe-
deracy separately, and thus loosened its joint force. There was no
such experiment of federal government on such a large scale
undertaken in this country under either Hindu or Mahomedan
sovereigns. The experiment was doomed to ultimate failure, for it
presupposed virtues which are not hereditary, but as long as these

